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Experience and Enlightenment of Kyoto, Japan in the Construction of Pedestrian-Friendly City
Mao Haixiao, Shang Jing, Zhang Yi

(China Academy of Urban Planning & Design, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Kyoto has a good tradition of green travel in Japan, and the government attaches great impor-
tance to the construction of public transportation and pedestrian system. Kyoto released “Walking City,
Kyoto” Charter and “Walking City, Kyoto” Comprehensive Transportation Strategy in 2010, which ac-
tively announced the need to build a pedestrian-friendly city. The city strived to prompt the urban construc-
tion, travel mode transformation and other aspects. The main characteristics of Kyoto’ s pedestrian-friendly
city include: attaching equal attention to social value guidance and the government’ s construction plan, co-
ordinated development of space, life and transportation, comprehensively promoting the overall policy
with demonstration projects, and developing a dynamic long-term system and mechanism. The experience
of Kyoto includes: having a walkable road network background, having a social foundation supported by
public opinion, taking rigorous scheme demonstration and detailed program design as technical guarantee,
paying attention to multi-mode collaboration, attaching equal importance to both material and social con-
struction, and establishing and improving the public participation process as system guarantee. These expe-
riences can be used as reference for the planning and management of people-oriented cities in China, espe-
cially for the reconstruction of urban functionalities and the transformation of travel mode by walking.
Keywords: transportation policies; pedestrian-friendly city; public transportation; social governance; Kyo-

to; Japan
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Fig.4 Travel mode share changes within the city of Kyoto
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Tab.1 Travel mode share in Kyoto and historic cities in China
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Fig.12 Promotion mechanism for pedestrian-friendly city in Kyoto
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