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Parking Reform Revitalized the Old Downtown: A Case Study of Pasadena in the U.S.

Wang Xueyong', Yuan Quan’, Liu Zhiming', Shao Yong'

(1.Tianjin Bohai Urban Planning & Design Institute, Tianjin 300451, China; 2.Tongji University, Shanghai
200092, China)

Abstract: Old Pasadena, a town located in California, United States followed a typical pattern of down-
town development trajectory: birth, growth, decline and revival, which has indicated parking policies
are the major factors that contribute to both the decline and revival. By reviewing the historical back-
ground of Pasadena, this paper summarizes the measures the city adopted in its parking reform. In the
reform, 1) the government reduces the off-street parking requirements, implement the zoning parking
credit program, discount the requirements in Transit-Oriented Development districts, and shift the min-
imum requirements to maximum ones; 2) To better manage the off-street public parking, the city
should invest to build the municipal public garages and encourage sharing private parking facilities to
serve the public; 3) Charge for the on-street parking and then fund the public service. The paper analyz-
es the impacts of the parking reform on parking space supply, parking occupancy, municipal financial
sustainability and local economic development. Finally, measures should be taken like removing mini-
mum parking requirements, providing more public parking facilities and considering multiple dimen-
sions to help revitalize old downtowns.
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Fig.1 Location of Old Pasadena
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Fig.5 Parking revenue is used to improve safety, cleanliness and alley environment
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Tab.2 Parking spaces amount estimation in different scenarios
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Tab.3 Peak occupancy of the major off-street public parking facilities

BRSALE SFEMHEAN M ARARME/ % FARBE%

School House 901 55
De Lacey 516 52
Marriott 148 53

One Colorado 704 55
LAZ Parking East 158 56
LAZ Parking West 223 58
180 N Fair Oaks Ave 112 57

74

67

69

73

70

70

68

6 NHEFZE#De Lacey B RIRARIE

Fig.6 The first floor of De Lacey garage is set as a restaurant

FRERIE: 3CHR[10]o

B SRR S — — RO R8T

e Eetxd  Rodh $H4EHH



bt =

+¥ HHOolloll

0202 18qWBaAON 9°ON 8 °[0A BulyD 1o Lodsuel] ueqin

—
=

Sk dik

Z2EN, HEIRRNEETS, sk
REEBER. AFLREREERE, FH
THRBXRBEEENE, MRS LE
S5 REERERERM,

3) BHEERNXEWFEER,

IHE= BN ZRWF R — KRR AEELERET
[RIVERBEEER K. SEFERIFHERE
T, BRARTBAXAXENGEEREER
K, RELORBHFEERE, AERE. &
E. RAFRURS, NMLZHRET TR
FOhENE, RITESFR, EHTH
KEFAkR. ZHNEERAERTRER
HWRRRSE, FRANLZE. THFNR
EERAN, BHTRENIERRBER, T
hEH T Z R KA EER S, Mizek s
MBI EMLE, MEIZMBERP. 2
. FE. BE XUNSSHEREE, I
INREREHTHHLEN, FHREER
N SALUEZC A E 2

6 4R

TAF= BN Z WA EE N BB EHE
NhEETEENER. ERIMEERER
H, BEEEREE TRIVE. LS XEE
ZFRWME. ZETOD KB Bz, &
BECE TBRIRE N FIRIES IR, @R
TRIENZEHEARNERE; ELRAEER
H, ZWEEABETBALEEFERE, X
KAAMEEARBEAREE, FHERED
BRAEEREIINTREE, REREE
FEREMGNLAAEERE; ERAEE
FE, ZHBTEEFERNEREBTF AL
HBREXENTR, RKBRATEELR
B, BEE T RBMF, XEH 7T
IERA, EHBRINENE, EETBRA
HEFEESEBRNEFRGBHFETRES;
BESXEFEFERANE, FETBRARESE
WESRBEEMEAENE, AT BRER
HEFBORNE, ARMET/INEELRIMm
GFHENESER, RETEITTRELEH
FERRER,

S5 300K -

References:

[1] Wikipedia. Pasadena, CalifornialEB/OL]. 2018
[2019-12-30]. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Pasadena, California.

[2] Los Angeles County Assessor. Los Angeles
County Assessor Portal[DB/OL]. 2017[2019-12~-
30]. https://portal.assessor.lacounty.gov/mapsearch?
c=-118.15078834784336,34.14498523554045,
16.

[3] Old Pasadena. History of Old Pasadena[EB/
OL]. 2018[2019—12-30]. https://www.oldpas-
adena.org/about/history-of-old-pasadena/.

[4] Vinayak Bharne. The Transformation of Old
Pasadena[N]. My Livable City, 2018-10-12.

[5]1 E25, FA, A5, XS0, EEELR
SR BRAEER 70 M7 55 45 S [C /7o R 38T A
SR CE MR AR A QTS S
BRI 2018 4 rp R T A TE MUK AR
WA Abnt: R EES AL H AR, 2018,

[6] Shoup D. The High Cost of Free Parking[M].
New York: Planners Press, 2005.

[7] Planning and Community Development De-
partment, City of Pasadena. Central District
Specific Plan: District-Wide Mobility Concept
[R]. Pasadena: Planning and Community De-
velopment Department, 2004.

[8] Mark Y, Charles K. Parking Management and
Pricing in the United States[R]. Pasadena:
Pasadena Department of Transportation, 2011.

[9] City of Pasadena. Pasadena Municipal Code
[R/OL]. 2019[2019- 12— 30]. https://library.
municode.com/ca/pasadena/codes/code of or-
dinances?nodeld=TIT17 ZONING_CODE_A-
RT4SIPLGEDEST CH17.46PALO _17.46.030-
ZOCRPAPR.

[10] Rood M. “Parking Once” in Old Pasadena
[R]. Pasadena: URBAN Reinventions, 2006.

[11] Segrave K. Parking Cars in America, 1910-
1945: A History[M]. Jefferson, North Caroli-
na: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers.
2012: 5-6.

[12] £ 5, XEW, FAa, &5 KEEER

i DX AR AT 5 05 25 0], IR ACHE, 2018, 16
(6): 75-82+25.
Wang Xueyong, Liu Zhiming, Zhou Yan, et
al. Parking Benefit District Strategy in the U.S.
[J]. Urban Transport of China, 2018, 16(6):
75-82+25.

[13] Shoup D. Parking and the City[M]. New
York: Routledge, 2018.

[14] Barter P A. Parking Policy in Asian Cities
[R]. Singapore: Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy National University of Singa-
pore, 2010.



