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Abstract: With the rapid development of urbanization and mo-
torization, traffic congestion has been become one of the com-
mon headaches in large metropolitan area in China. By summa-
rizing the major types and characteristics of traffic congestion,
this paper discusses the root causes of traffic congestion in large
metropolitan area in China. Based on the international experi-
ence of alleviating traffic congestion from transportation and ur-
ban land use, the number of cars and their usage, public transpor-
tation and green transportation, the paper proposes the traffic
congestion relieving action plans for large metropolitan area in
China. Finally, the paper stresses that the traffic congestion prob-
lem in metropolitan area in China is not hopeless. It is important
to take advantage of opportunities and take effective and compre-
hensive measures to develop a harmonious relationship between
people and vehicles.
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Fig.1 Relationship between automobiles ownership per capita
and population density in Beijing, New York, and Tokyo
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Fig.2 Distribution of travel distance by car in Beijing
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