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Accelerating the Integration of China Railway into Metropolitan Railways

GUO Yun

(Party School of China Railway, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: The current metropolitan railway is a weak component in the transportation system of metro-
politan areas, but it has great potential for future development. Based on an analysis of the position of
metropolitan railways in urbanization development, this paper concludes that metropolitan railways
and urban rail transit are complementary and serve the development of metropolitan areas at different
levels. Given the misunderstanding in development, coordination barriers among stakeholders, diverse
technical standards, and confusing market rules, metropolitan railways have been underdeveloped.
From the perspective of railway industry development, the integration of China State Railway Group
Co., Ltd. (China Railway) in the development of metropolitan railways is a substantial approach to
serve people’ s need for better travel and fulfill political and social responsibilities. Such integration,
while enhancing the role of railway in a comprehensive transportation system, provides an opportunity
for market-based operation of China Railway. This paper suggests that China Railway leverage impor-
tant opportunities in participating top-level design, increasing transportation market share of railway
in metropolitan areas, exploring commercial modes that internalize external benefits, developing big
data resources in operation, and enhancing levels of intelligent operation.
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