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Study on Traffic Improvement for the Ancient Town of Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, China
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Abstract: The Ancient Town of Suzhou has a history of over 2500 years,
and now it still functions as the core area of the city. Like other central dis-
tricts of domestic cities in China, and as a result of rapid growths of urban
economy and motorized travel demands, there exists traffic congestion in
conjunction with air pollution and many other issues related to urban trans-
portation in the Ancient Town of Suzhou. In order to identify the causes of
current traftic problems in the Ancient Town, this paper starts with an anal-
ysis of land-use patterns, followed by an investigation of the evolving
course of road network development, road network capacity, road network
structure, spatial distribution of traffic flows, and the current traffic pat-
terns. The paper also recommends several preliminary countermeasures for
traffic improvement, including redefining its functionality of the Ancient
Town, improving road facilities, and renewing transportation development
policies. Those measures can be used as references for other cities to cope

with their similar difficulties in traffic improvement.
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Fig.1 Location of Suzhou Ancient Town
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