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Study on the Width of the Alleys and Lanes in the Historical and Cultural Blocks
ZHAO Boping, XU Sumin, YIN Guangtao
(China Academy of Urban Planning and Design, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: There is no doubt that the protection of culture and history is the ageless theme of urban plan. However,
when cars and modern civilizations entered the historical blocks, our culture and history became the immediate victims.
A practical problem is the width that the grade of road requires to suit with the needs of modern traffic. Combining
the planning study of alleys and lanes systems of typical zones in the old city of Beijing, this article analyzes the
characteristics and relationship between alleys and lanes and architectural space, transport mode, municipal pipelines. It
formulates a series of basic ideas how to choose width of alleys and lanes, and provides references for planning and
design of alleys and lanes and street in the historical and cultural blocks.
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Fig.3 Alleys and lanes in front of Longfu Mansion
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Fig.2 Huguo Temple street in Deshengmennei blocks
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Fig.4 The upgraded roads and buildings in
the finance blocks
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Tab.l Mininum geometric measurements of a pedestrian and
means of road traffic
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Fig.6 Municipal pipelines
arrangements about the width from
4 to 9 meter roads
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Fig.5 Municipal pipelines
arrangements about the width of 12
meter roads
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