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Standardization of Urban Road Guiding Sign System: A Case Study in Ningbo
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Abstract:  To provide accurate and timely route guide in-
formation to road users, it is necessary to standardize the
urban road guiding signs with respect to their layouts, po-
sitions, and information selection and expression. Ningbo
city makes detailed regulations on the urban road guiding
signs in terms of layout format, positions and embed signs
according to the existing national regulations and the local
road network and traffic characteristics. In the selection of
guiding information, through synthesis and coordination
of various traffic information collected from roads, bridg-
es, terminals, major areas, and scenic spots, Ningbo city
establishes a hierarchical information system and sets the
expression rules by layers to ensure the validity, consisten-
cy and hierarchy in delivering traffic information.
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Tab.1 Classifications and functions of urban road guiding signs
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Fig.1 Layouts and colors for advance and information signs at road intersections
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Tab.2 Size and word height selection for signs at road intersections
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Fig.2 Layout of identification signs
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Fig.3 An example setting the position of guiding signs
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Fig.4 Classification of embedded signs
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Fig.5 Examples of embedded signs
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Tab.3 The hierarchical information architecture for the Ningbo’s urban road guiding system
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Fig.6 Rules for setting sign contents
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Fig.7 Rules for setting nonstandard sign contents
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