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Motorization Development Characteristics and Policies in China
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Abstract: To optimize the motorization development process and strategies development, this paper first
charily defines motorization in the objectives and expected outcome, followed by discussions on the char-
acteristics of private and public motorization modes, as well as their respective measurement indicators.
The relationship between policies (from automobile industrial, road transportation market, and urban trans-
portation) and motorization development in China is investigated based on the historical data. The results
show that the effects of policy on private motorization are significant comparing to the policies on the pub-
lic motorization. Those effects begin to show in one to two years. The non-motorized transportation policy
has important impacts on both private and public motorization process. Considering the constraints from
energy, environment and transportation sections, the paper suggests the followings for the Chinese motor-
ization development: establishing the transportation development policies in a holistic manner, reasonably
making transportation development policy, seizing the opportunities for public motorization policy, and op-
timizing non-motorized transportation policy.
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Fig.1 Change of travel mode share in Beijing
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Fig.2 Growth of road passenger and freight vehicles in China
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Fig.3 Change of per unit capacity of road passenger and freight vehicles in China
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