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Nationwide Spatial Transportation Connection Characteristics and Regional Development Ten-
dencies

Li Tanfeng, Quan Bo

(China Academy of Urban Planning & Design, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: As an important indicator of regional interactions, spatial transportation connection reflects the
economic relations of geographical units. Based on national and provincial transportation connection data,
the paper first analyzes the characteristics of transportation generation, growth and exchanges among differ-
ent regions in China. Results show that nationwide spatial transportation connection exhibits significant re-
gional differences. Eastern coastal area demonstrates a central position towards the entire country and its
transportation connection shows clear regionalization; transportation connection of central China is well
dispersed under the impact of coastal economic centers; southwestern China shows marginal and isolated
characteristics of transportation connection, which is corresponding to its relative economic closure. Over-
all, the entire nation exhibits the characteristics of large-scale logistics transportation with the coastal area
as the core and the central area as the major supplement. Based on the new economic geography theory, the
paper discusses the mechanism of spatial transportation connection in three aspects: external source-orient-
ed economic characteristics, distance constraints and transportation cost. Finally, the paper outlines the fu-
ture transportation development in the Sichuan-Chonggqing region and the central delta area.

Keywords: spatial transportation connection; new economic geography; regionalization; center-periphery;

passenger transportation; freight transportation
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