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Selection of Hub Location in an Era of Multimodal Air Logistics Transportation

Zhao Yanfeng

(China Academy of Urban Planning & Design, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: The global economy, E-commerce, and third party logistics, among other factors are spurring a
rapid growth in air transportation services and reshaping the freight air transportation network in China.
This paper first analyzes the necessity and developing trend of multimodal air transportation in China in
several aspects: growing participation in global economic, transition and optimization of industrial type in
urban cluster, and rapid development of air freight transportation services. A model is developed to analyze
the selection of international and national logistics hub airports, which shows that Zhengzhou Xinzheng In-
ternational Airport and Wuhan Tianhe International Airport are well-equipped and well situated for func-
tioning as hub airport. By analyzing the existing conditions and prospects of these two airports, the paper
points out that those airports have different advantages in becoming an international and national freight
transportation hub airport, and they should be developed in a coordinated and complementary way.
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Fig.1 Distribution of total imports and exports in 2012 by province and

comparison of growth rate since 2005
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