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Urbanization Characteristics and Transportation Development Strategies in Poverty- stricken
Mountainous Areas: A Case Study of Enshi Prefecture, Hubei Province

Chen Caiyuan,Yang Shaohui, Wu Zhaozhang

(China Academy of Urban Planning & Design, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Transportation development in poverty-hit towns, especially those in mountains areas, is one of
the important tasks of new urbanization. Taking Enshi Prfecture in Hubei Province as an example, this pa-
per investigates its urbanization characteristics and transportation development strategies. Enshi Prefecture
is situated on a large topographic relief with high ecological sensitivity and poverty. Due to its scattered
population settlement, Enshi has very low degree of urbanization. The paper discusses the issues of Enshi
transportation development such as slowing development of transportation system with a single traffic cor-
ridor, and inadequate transportation support for tourism development. With the preponderance of the devel-
opment policies on the West and poorly developed Wuling Mountainous Area, and the demand for cooper-
ating Enshi into the regional economic development, the paper proposes strategies for the comprehensive
transportation system development in Enshi Prefecture in several aspects: emphasizing existing planning,
effectively using transportation corridors, developing multimodal transportation system with a clear service
hierarchy, and providing multi-level tourism service facilities.
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Fig.1 Location of Enshi Prefecture in Hubei Province
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Fig.2 Location of Enshi Prefecture in Wuling Mountainous Area
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Fig.5 Distribution of counties and cities in Enshi Prefecture
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Fig.9 Regional corridors in Enshi Prefecture
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Fig.10 Demonstration of regional transportation corridors in Enshi Prefecture
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