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A Historical Review of Complete Streets Policy Development

Translated and edited by Ye Zhen, Li Ruimin

(Research Institute of Transportation Engineering, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Initially proposed by the United States in the 1970s, complete streets policy is to provide the
right-of-way of all travel modes and to let all roadway users travel safely and efficiently. The policy is es-
tablished for planning, designing and operating new roadways and old roadway renovation. This paper first
introduces the concept of complete streets and its development history, as well as the difference between
traditional and complete street design. Taking Tacoma in the United States as an example, the paper elabo-
rates the method and steps of complete streets design. Finally, based on the implementation effects of com-
plete streets, the paper presents the experience that can be learned by China. Making roadways safer, green-
er and livelier are the three objectives for urban streets in China.
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