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Managing Total Number of Taxicabs in Large Cities

Li Wei

(Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning & Design, Beijing 100045, China)

Abstract: The heated discussions on taxi services caused by the newly emerged special car reservation in
China have made it necessary to rethink the function and purpose of taxi service in urban areas. Having the
development strategies and transportation policies in large cities in mind, this paper discusses the nature of
taxi and special car reservation service and their functionalities in urban transportation system. The paper
indicates that special car reservation should be considered as part of taxi service, and total number of taxi-
cabs should be controlled in large cities. The paper proposes strategies for the taxi service development in
three aspects: reasonably increasing the service price, establishing a multiple service charging system, pro-
moting taxi industry reform to meet different travel demands, and constantly improving the level of service
of public transit, pedestrian and bicycle transportation to reduce the travel demands for taxi.
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