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Thoughts on Urban Comprehensive Transportation Planning for Large Cities in the New Era

Ma Xiaoyi

(Guangzhou Transportation Planning Research Institute, Guangzhou Guangdong 510030, China)

Abstract: The severity and complexity of traffic congestion in large cities and the development trend in the
new era call for new thinking on urban comprehensive transportation planning. By reviewing the evolution
of comprehensive transportation planning in China, this paper points out that it is difficult to solve the prob-
lems of the insufficient coordination within administration and between different departments in short time
periods. Thus, it is important to rethink the comprehensive transportation planning in three aspects: top-lev-
el design, supply-side reform, and internet plus. The paper urges to standardize the design specification,
clarify planning content and major responsible units in the top-level design, outlines express rail transit ser-
vice, right of way for public transit, and detailed design for supply-side reform, and stresses reforming trav-
el service, development of transportation models and respect needs of travelers in the era of Internet. Final-
ly, this paper points out that government should clearly legitimize the status of comprehensive transporta-
tion planning in order to full utilize its positive impact on large city development. It is critical for large cit-
ies to recognize the interaction between urban spatial layout and transportation development, and the im-
portance of effective coordination between different departments and regions.

Keywords: comprehensive transportation planning; planning preparation; top-level design; supply-side re-

form; Internet plus
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Fig.1 Evolution of the planning scope and contents in Guangzhou

Comprehensive Transportation Planning
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Fig.4 Special programs and corresponding government departments

in urban comprehensive transportation planning
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