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Port Group Development in the Upper Reaches of Yangtze River Under the Strategy of Yangtze
River Economic Belt
Hao Yuan', Quan Bo', Xu Tiandong’
(1.China Academy of Urban Planning & Design, Beijing 100037, China; 2.Shanghai Maritime University,
Shanghai 201306, China)
Abstract: In-land water transportation is the major mode of import-export trade and inter region freight
transportation in those provinces locating in the upper reaches of Yangtze River in China. This paper firstly
summarizes the evolution and development trends of in-land river shipping of the upper reaches of Yangtze
River. Under the Reform and Opening-up policies, Yangtze River has been gradually turning to be a large
channel of logistics transportation serving the exchange from East to West, while the river-and-sea coordi-
nated transportation enjoys the significant advantages in long distance logistics transportation along the
Yangtze River corridor. By reviewing the development history and critical issues of developing the port
group in the upper reaches of Yangtze River, the paper indicates that the main duties of major ports have
shifted from a single commercial mode to multi-function mode in which transportation is able to combine
with industry for extending the services to the hinterland. However, the problem of excess capacity and the
development of core ports are still in concern. Finally, the paper provides suggestions for better developing
port group in the upper reaches of Yangtze River under the strategy of the Yangtze River Economic Belt, in-
cluding strengthening inter-ports cooperation, building Chonggqing shipping center of the upper reaches of
Yangtze River, and improving the core functionality of key port areas.
Keywords: water transportation; port; hinterland; Yangtze River Economic Belt; the upper reaches of
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Tab.2 Container throughput growth of inland ports in 11 provinces

and cities along the Yangtze River Economic Belt
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