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Evaluation of Chinese Cities’ Walkability

Yao Yiting

(Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc. Beijing Representative Office, Beijing 100026, China)

Abstract: To raise the awareness about importance of city’ s walkability to policy makers, planners, and
public, the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), an international nonprofit environmental organiza-
tion, unfolds a series of attempts to evaluate the walkability of Chinese cities since 2013. Three versions of
walkability report have been published to analyze and evaluate cities from different angles. The evaluated
methodology in the first two reports used 12 indicators at 4 dimensions, i.e., comfort, convenience, safety,
relative policies and management to assess walkability for 52 Chinese cities. The results show that Hong
Kong is the most walkable city. In addition, the third report adopted a different methodology which is simi-
lar to the Walk Score to evaluate the streets in 287 cities’ built-up areas. Due to a large size of dataset, this
paper only analyzed and ranked the cities based on the average and standard deviation of all streets within
each city.
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