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Abstract: The existing transportation planning theory is largely based on the homogenization assump-
tion, and does not fully consider the differences in working-resident relationship and travel diversity
among different social class. In the development of urban transportation, the increasingly obvious
problems of facilities mismatch and mode mismatch reflect the problems between travel demand and
supply in specific classes. This paper first summarizes the relationship of social class, space and trans-
portation. The incoordination of the three factors leads to facilities mismatch and transportation pover-
ty, which reflects on the existence of “weak space area” and “weak policy area” in transportation
planning and traffic management. Based on the data of urban comprehensive transportation survey, the
paper analyzes the concept connotation and several indicators incliding social class, spatial differentia-
tion, travel freedom, mismatch, transportation poverty, transportation weak area, and policy weak area.
Finally, the paper points out that social class factors should be fully considered in transportation theory
and practice and targeted measures should be taken.
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