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A Comparative Study of National Resident Travel Surveys in the United States and the United
Kingdom
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Abstract: The National Household Travel Survey (NHTS) in the United States and the National Travel
Survey (NTS) in the United Kingdom have been conducted for decades. A mature and stable guarantee
mechanism and procedure, as well as achievements, have been gained from such surveys. This paper
gives a brief introduction and comparison over these two surveys, including history, funding sources
and executing agencies, sample design, survey methods, questionnaire content, data processing, and
application of the U.S. NHTS and the U.K. NTS. The paper discusses the necessity of conducting na-
tional travel surveys in China. Finally, the paper proposes some strategies that worthy of reference
from the aspects of the survey guarantee mechanism, questionnaire content, and survey methods, in-
cluding pioneering new fund channels, estimating application effect of the survey data, optimizing
questionnaire content, applying smart technology, and etc.
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1.1 XENHTS

1969 &£, X E 3B ER(US Department of
Transportation, USDOT, ¥ 32 F 1967 )&
RARTXEE—X2EHTAZE, AIeE
/N A A 18 182 (National Personal Transportation
Survey, NPTS), It /EF 1977 . 1983 &
1990 F A1 1995 F 53 BITTRR T 4 X NPTS, M
2001 F£FF9R, NPTSH R A EERELTT
I8 & (National Household Travel Survey,
NHTS), %&& 7 #HEEEK #8258 /5 (Federal
Highway Administration, FHWA)ZH 2R #9 NPTS
M\ xE iz # % it /S (Bureau of
Transportation Statistics) & BIFI £ E B TIEZE
(American Travel Survey, ATS), NHTS X #§
o8 FHIT R, RIEMN—RKZ2017E,

NHTS & % B — BN A E 717 AFK
BE. B N ERAEBERARRE—E
BIEIEED . XESEITA(US Census Bureau)
28 41 19 35 [ 4t X 18 2 (American Community
Survey, ACS)E EXEERBEH L 7M1
B, ETTA AN EEZBAY ™ &
(Census Transportation Planning Products,
CTPP) N ERBHLETHRMENEZE
#Eo HIT ACS fY¥HAF RILS T NHTS, 54
#J ACS = NHTS EZ MY HFRIL KR,

NHTS —E+2EHAFAPNSERNR
R, BEEHRNARAS. TRXATS.
BEIAEEWRES AN NHTS EL, TS
TR EFEREINHTS &R, K&,
BURMXHE, KA NHTS N BB
ZidZFNERE, NHTSELEAKM T A
HMMIAERR, FELZ T —RIEAXFF
WA EHRE,

1.2 EENTS

I E 2 B 4E 7 18 & (National Travel
Survey, NTS)Z B R ST iR —EB 0", H
I [H 32 18 R (Department for Transport) B F 76
1965/1966 FE AR FF &, KEJETE 1972/1973
. 1975/1976 5. 1978/1979 FEF1 1985/1986
FEREHTT 4R, M1988FE T B ik,
NTS R A B FHITHELFE, 1994 F,
NTS FFeaE it EM AL,

20076 B, EEBIE T EHESFMR

%5 3% 2= (Statistics and Registration Service Act),
FHF2008 F 1 BIERA N T RE ST /UK
Statistics Authority), %A EFIABEE ST
BT EE, WRIEBENTSERNE
REITHIEMNBAE. LB, RHEEFHTLIM
FEEE ST EHIFE(Code of Practice for
Statistics)i% & B9 T M ARAE

BENTS NIAESEEBFEE=. BIR
THHAEZERNNEDKARFIE, 2011 F,
HEZBIHEEBUL. ZBEEE. Mk
F. FEMESEAK, INTSHIBEETEE.
RE. ARERHTTELME, FEETFG
HERINTSHENABHTTHR", XK
RN ERZ — 2B NTSHWIAZESEER
BHTNEZ, FHESZERLTHNAEE,

BF, NTSHIAREAZBBM X
BN TS BFREL TG, ABIELA300 N ZEFL
HIELIEIFK", Bk, RERBHLE
T F R AR TIRE 4 NTS Sk 935 A 3,
BRETHETERREFRXRAGPS EMNERE.
XEAMTENEIEIES. EFHETEE
%, ATHREBEXAERNLRAE, ZEEB
hWANEE A RIEREAK RS, BER—L
AREMNE#, BAEENRBEIAETHE
HEZFIFE—RY, 2018 F£F 4R, NTSFHEA
SR FHITHSRRESPKRLETH
&; 2019 FFF 4R, NTSITRIFAMITE S
HIEST TR,

2.1 EENHTS

NHTS W E € FEFTMARIE, BIBE
R ABF, XEESHERENT XE
TEPBIFREAELARKIHEEE GRS
BRSNETER, XEXBBITUNEE
BeHEH -2 KA RNHTS, XLEHS
BBRKEEZ S M LR AT 5 m
B, BT FHWA BBIMINHTS NiFEAEE
R, BT XAEAREARE R BIZ
X B H FTHEE, B IR M A A E T X
¥ 28 43 (Metropolitan Planning Organization,
MPO) A T 7 A NHTS 7 A& # X f £ A E T
fF 2 W 3£ 7 — LE Jf N AE A (add-on samples)s
flgn, 2017 NHTS BFEX A ZAM . I0F/4E
FEIE M 7E A 9 AN FT 4 4N MPO 11 32 B9 B n
EV/N

M 1990 FEFF8A, NHTS WEILL T W



WEHMEMITY, 2017 NHTS f FHWA &
FE Westat( B FEE=ZMNH—KEZE St
BERrEIHHRTT, BEEBRFRARBETE.
FoAENR. WX EE T EMEFRGEAR
A A, BIHAEREAR. SHiAE. B
TREURFIY M. B S INAAN R AN A £
pali s

22 TENTS

2002F 1 BHHE, RERXBHERZE
AB)(NatCen, RE—RMZHHSHRN
M)FFENTS, AFREISRIT. FARME.
BIEXEE T, MBI A FTEES
. KEMAR, ZEATRENTSHE
2, AMUARERBAEINEMNIL. 05
BANRE, REAEEREFREENE
K & 47 & 1@ 18 & (National Travel Attitudes
Survey, NTAS), Btz 4h, HEZBIPIEE
BTRFARENFEALZRE, A=
&/~ 5. % E 58 5 F 0 (Catapult Transport
System) ZE AL FF /& 5= F NTS thfk 2t & M i
Ro BN, ={EAT2018 FEEE I NTS X
A FEMER#TRP R 57
0%, 3 [E WebUsability /A 5] 2017 FE 2 FF &
NTSMRETENDEM ST TR
R, FEEE T 2016 X NTS TR
BERAMR, RITT7TEFEEERFI. GPS.
BHMNEHE. ETNIMETAETAE.
Twitter ENEIE . BB FEIEEH NG
ARITBEH KA NTS AR BIF,

3.1 XENHTS

2017 NHTS B9 A& ITE 2015 F 12 B
MEZRTM", RBEREURBABMECIXF
FIMREFMU, XRBSEMENTE, &
ITERARATER 129 I2HEBHRES
WE, 826 000 E R # K (national
samples) F1 103 112 /> Hff A # & (add- on
samples)s HAREH D MXF MR 1w,
ERFEARIZBSS MMNOREFHEELLH
DB, HAREANE 250 FHIRIR 250 L.

A SE B IXAB(County) 4y B A ¥2 BR X fr
W AmE: D100 F AR M EFERFH
% B9 #B ™ % 3T X (Metropolitan Statistical
Areas, MSA), #£14/; 2100 B AR LEE
REMKMETHITX; HAARZE100T

AMEWEITX; HIEEBHHITX . F1 3
FEEENEAES R BARX A MR EF
EFLHIM AR ENEBE). BRFEARRM
MRS E Z [BIASZE0, ST,

R, ZERAN%NITEREENRER
HEEEBI . 29 70%89 FE B & LLBIFI 29 35%F9 R
TEBEMLLA, HANRITSZEBHER
RGN XAEAREHTY 7, 2014 F
R2AKR, EEMREFREAN 127121,
BIEE, BEREENRELMERAN S
0.02%; ZEMMEAESE, HERESH
BATREMNA50.47%.

ExREAT, H17H (travel day)7E—F
FHE—REHNEDHEY; MINFEARF,
FMERIMN. SEABX. BH%AHX. 5
BEMAMANMX LN X AL TH iR
TREENT, EHMBXAETEURE
ERANEHES AT, BEH—Z2H
AN 17% B D . Bk, HITEH
WS AR —ZE2EHRMENES—ZE2
HA R AR,

LFRABEFIRZRT, SN Seimi—
FHHEAE, RT—¥HANAEENAZ
EHE, X247 RIE X LERIER XA
BREAETTDOAZ IR B fRo

1 E[E2017 NHTS #AE D
Tab.1 2017 U.S. NHTS sample distribution

ERHEAR 2H 26 000
T2 F) 2 AR 2444

BRI EEIER 24000

BIERHX, XRETM 1200

AT 8 000

BIREE, BRI EM 1000

BERA, LEREM 1200

B AR AR T 1000
HLIH 15851

JER F kM 8 000

B~ RN 6 500

BT REM 11 000

BrpEETM 20 000

KR —KETE, BriEEM 2917

Bit 129 112

FRIRIE: SCHR[13].
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3.2 FENTS

HEMNTSE 1988 FIAEHAE R
5040 MHbiib, 2001 FEHEE S 796, 2002 £
% 150481, 2013 5FFF4R, NTSHIIEESE
BXRFxiE=, AEHAE0ENED
To 2018 FMHEARE N T6 MR
(Primary Sampling Units, PSU), 1§ & 4
PSU 295 3 250 &% s (delivery points), £
HAZEB 170K EME, HihE12 8524
RKEFEAIBAEHAR, PSURIMHRBIZRIDED
I"J(postcode sector) JE AL, T 500 NI
REHRRER T SR AR RER T & A —
2H; 2019 FEEEF 6 932 M HBGER 1",

NTS #9 PSU #f #¥ X F & 42 % 31 (quasi-
panel design) B9 7755 : 756 N PSU Y — 3,
Bl 378 MA A E—FEMPSU, BE—
PSU RNEEZESE 3 FHHIMEL. RIS FAINTS £
SERA378 A EEAIPSU, FHME38 N
FERBEHIMEAIPSU, X 378 N HhEL
HIPSUBE T —FEBREWER . X—Hhtf
TERA T ROEARENERNERER,

PSU RFEEA NN T . DHEBRIS £ 3 5F
FrB# ML A9 PSU; )IRBEX D W
$B 1k 7K F (urban/rural indicator). /NEZERE
KM BE K A Lk ) (working from home
indicator), XTPTH PSU#ITHE; 3)IREBE

=2 FE2018 NTSFIZEE 2017 NHTS B AE A EAXTLE

Tab.2 Method 0of 2018 U.K. NTS and 2017 U.S. NHTS

Bt EESEE L FIHE PSU, BT
FERBOEX MBS XK, EiHiFdREHR
HWEETIX—E, 20184 756 N PSU R KL
2 (Inner London) & 54 ), b {2 % (Outer
London)& 73 1>,

AR =AF 2 360 HANMLE, FRIL2018
FHMUEE IR AR Z 1:1 836,

4.1 XENHTS

2017 NHTS X AFEXNENIFETR,
BHEME. MERBMBEIFEAENARN. #
EDARINERET, E—HMERAE
(Recruitment Survey)i® 13 B 25 18 15 & F A &=
EHENAR, REFAETSRENEXRER,
B E-MEBENEEERFEE _NERIFAE
(Retrieval Survey) fIAZE X R MK E
FIAEFA R,

42 EENTS
NTSSREMBERERRE—NHTE
(travel week)E£E7 RAIHITER. HITEAM
BERARSHE, BAERAMPIAETEEHTE
BEEX, XEATRILIBEENES IS
& Fh #BRE 52 AL 189 4N PSU(4 2= F — 3£ 756

ERECBEE M, WHHAERS. AER URL 4k

PEHRIBEAR FMWSHD. EMBENES. 2XTE; BE BIFREEMH, HEoH—SFHRE
IXEB 2% BRfE A e N IRER SE AR [0 %
T E 15 B &9 T X4 T 8 2 (Computer Assisted
BEER MRFEE. FLRSE. BIFRE Personal Interview, CAPI). &N & BTHEES
TREITIEE
RoMg: WBSEHAELEETARAR  yepgamesy, BERENELRE
JE\ ESZJ'_‘\\ EW'TDE\E’\NJ%E, . AN . ey N
o PR TWIRSEVRS - RE. MA. ERAKEERGEL, #R
. BNER: TRAE-MRORESSRLTH, o HE 7 A = P e
ERBE . - N Sviguiaidiigiptn i MLZHEINREBRRNTREFTIER, BE
IMBFEH. BIESNAELNARNERHTEEN O e A PRI
RE&E, HTEFHZAMZESBITBTIE. ﬁ%}{ Al
Efs. BiE. BEEANGEHRERAESE TR E
HERAS  HTH400EXB3:59 HTRESE T RNERAYT
W5 BT AFPHXERNBFHNEHR—ZEHEYE AEELELNANENZEHNINFE, 1B
S voxid HILFEH IS
HTEXER6oRZA, AERAKEHTH
IR E FEBIMEFNMLERE, WEAPBRK4NE) FHOREEEETERFIN, FZXEMH
H HiEE B NatCen
EHE—NRBEREDRERE S ERABA R B I
2R ROMD: AE-MBEEEEIRERE Lo n e SATRIR
20 £ TT(AB AR 1367T) =H 7t
EE=Ea]] FE—BNEEH304%, FEEANS51.4% 53%

ZRRIR: SCHRLO, 150



MPSU)RIIAZ, PSUMBELE 2B Fih
LF2HIHN.

NTS —EMREXABENENEE T
R, PERAEITENH TRXEREFL XK
RELS, REWAEEELTAABZAE
FERILF B C 8 H 47 B K (travel diary),
HTAERZFERAEASRERTATH T
BERE1E R RAZ

NTS fyifE REL#H<EZEI, X
B RRITRMNEMEL M BN HE
Bl A EBIBEEELERR L HIBERE
P, AERNIZEAR BN A ERBRET
RDF6R. RETFI12KRHBIE, FTHEREH
INZKER “TEBEAR” (non-contact), i
BERZFAE 10%HREFASKEIEITHE
WE, MRIBAERNTIERE.

EESHEERE G ENLINR2 ir.

BEXY, BRETAESHHNBZRES
AMEKES: REREHES. KAMAR
B, B7EA. HITHRERE.

MBAERNARXE, £ENHTS F1EE
NTS I IAEFI AR IBAEREFR KT
SEMFBERERR, AERNA L AEE
Bl RANXFZHTEENAZEL, =%
EINHTS REWIAEEZ 24 hHEfTE R, A

3 KE2018 NTSFIEE 2017 NHTS FIAERNEXTEL

H7H 4:00 XA 3:59 17, FRKAER
PRIAEEE RETESAR; EENTS
XEHBPEFEEZ—BAORNETEER,
HRERTEIFERT 7 RREKERE (KT 50
KRR TMHEFEAE —RNEEBSNTI
FEEYH 1T, EENHTSHIZEENTS FAZE R
B ELINFR 3 Fiowo

2 ESEEMNERETAEMAERTELL
BIK, KTHERTHETER ETAEH
ME, (BHEEXBEFRANZBAZES
WY FEH “100 5 A A M _E3# 7 6 &/ h e
EREF 1%” ", T NHTS FINTS f93hiER
KT, ATREFNMRBRER T
$5E, EENHTS FIZEE NTS 3 HREHE
MR E 2. ZHREMZOET .

1) ¥HEAZREEABM, KETRUIER N
By —ES 5FRE—NNERE;

2) ZEEEERTIHAETERABAENE
KERRE, FRRESINANFESECK
WMESS5PAERENRE, HEERILXRE.

TENFTEXHET:

1) ZENHTS ¥ B EEEH WK E S
MAAN, MEENTS Y HEEHIRERL
FMHETT;

2) EENHTS Y #HRITRgm T4

Tab.3 Questionnaire content of 2018 U.K. NTS and 2017 U.S. NHTS

REMG. BN BEES. BEXE. £HH
RERFS HER. k. EREMHXHE. ERMNE

. RERX

REAR. BEER. REEEMRMXE Y
B, FRERANBFZBEIR. EWHREES

PAER

S

HRE
mE

FiEw. BS, EAFR. gREE. FrRE
2. HEFR. BEREREE. TEBRA

FiR. M. BRER. TEEE. NEWY.
ETEBUTER. BEEE. BRELS. £E%
B, ZBEM RE—MAAAZAE. B
. H7. BITE. HERE. #ERSHER
R, BABFTN. BRMERASIR;
MU AREEFE: R, 2B/FRR. 2%
ZMIE. Tk, BHZBAR. BEME.
BEBERDA. E TR

HEMENAM A, HAMENAME, HITEE.

RBIR. ARTBEENE. AHTBERTT
X, BETEM. BTAR. RE—RUT

X 2B RGN AR

ZTRIKIR: SCHR[9, 150

AMER. EWRT. HRE. TRER. &
M. XERAEAER. BIMEREFER. WA
HERERERL

BRRL. TBARNRELERED. T73
. BTEIR. BRHER. ERMNEMRSIR.
HERE. R, WA B7RF. BHTER
M. BRAN. DERBER. AZXFER. B
ETRRBNRR

HTEMN. HEAMENANE. HAMEEM S
ZT@EAX. HITMK. HTEE. RTEER.
FEER. ERRELS. AR BITHRA;
HITAFE-—RNEEERTES. KEMRES
FTAFHRZE T AR KEBKTS0RE)H 1T

BB BITHEE
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EEFHEAR, ARITEREERNAZE, M
HHRAEERNTEE,

% B NHTS §9 ¥ ## /&% 72 " (Weighting
Procedure) EL 3 A ZAFFRE , 2017 NHTS 89
¥ FEZE 2009 NHTS 9 ERE 7 — L%k
EMTE, XFHCAthESE T BTY #5%

EEZ N
RE ik

SHAEMNE.
SHANE

EEZ N
RE it

REF R
HENE

EERHY
Bt

F-RIFEL
EEAIRENRE

E—EREE

IR =N

E_MBRIAEL
EE HIFENE

EZMEIAE
IR

REESHE i

SKEH—ZEH T SK(BH —ZEEHF)HmHE
BE_HMBEERER EZMBEERER

5 RHiE
REFREELR"

REFNEELR

SR 7R IHE
EMBREERES E_MBREERES

5 Rt
FIRINE

ESiil=
FWHNE

AT

—» MAREZE PAREELRE

|
|

FrB Fi>5 % B9 R FrEF#>5 % B9RL R
SERUAE MR FTERIAE AR

HITHE HITNE
B R AR A+ 2 EREA

1) & X E (weighting trim)1§ A E I A & P NER A FIR/NEIEL
B, FERHEANNESHRENS,

1 %[E 2017 NHTS¥ #5742
Fig.1 Weighting flowchart of 2017 U.S. NHTS
ARSRIR: SCER[17].
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MR EHROABENRAELE RO ARTLL
M, BRI ME N Fror. #E 2018 NTS
MY HFEDARELT . BTV #
RERAET =R, RERBNE?2
Frozo

7.1 ZENHTS

NHTS $iEL ST HA B ESBE %
MM EARER, APREFSEAILES
BRBMGT A, GIHBRZ=E. 95%&
BEXENREES, EMTT ILEZEE NS
BN EBIERE, B HTML. Excel 5
CSV X, BT EIENEINEEZ SN, NHTS
MR & AAFM. FRRE. REES
MEHHESE, ARNERKERBEE LA

NVAPAN
Ho

NHTS IEAEZEF WRIZ. FHA
T o MM BAEIE NHTS fE AT RO HTHY
BEaifiE—, R, BFR. RESTEL
ZFS|ANHTS WIBEE R, 2017 &,
FHWA 332014 NHTS #9313 43 & Fi s R 17
BIPNLE, XM NHTSHNBAE £ LD
HAEZBUINGE, FEX—LLHIEERE L
FHEENESI). NEAS R ETX
E, BEHTITHEE. BEGRENHEL. A
AXHITES . BITERITA. FARAR. X
BRe. SIHFERAMALZTBEMLNE, Wit
HAHkE, NHTSHNAHRRES, EiF.
ER. #X=NE @A LL B4 4 30:45:25,
NHTS ffE A ABERE T2 AT, BUF. A
B, TR, HHEE,

NHTS 545t #iRE4E &, izt #E
MEm7T XESRBUNHNBRTE. fla,
MBUFRRZIBER B NHTS 7T HREETE
—RAMEZFEABRETRENSNSEL. XF
THRENZBF ZMBARFEE@IA., R
FFHTMETERBNETEEIRAR. EiE
FRABRBEXBRFTNDSTMHSE; BT
NHTS ZEEMERETHRAEEHL, BWHE
ERkXBEAREFNEFEREZ—,
NHTS #FERAT 2N EXESENARE,
BEERS TN %R, 7—7AHE, BIINHTSE
EORENIEHREER, S 0BIANER
SR, RRELRUR. N EFMERSE, I
UHENHETRER. AFENSRR
2, eXERHBREFENEESEZ—;
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BOREFHIE
ERBERNE

EEFN
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REATSS
BEBENE

REFFEENA
FEMREFHA

REMRTMASH
TR RENE

REFNELRE

ARE. FHNE
REFNELRE

<$EE%EE%¥W<

<*§ﬂ§@&¢*ﬁ< < TR <

REFNE. MAR
B FRNE

HITY

(xeEmumer (((eEmumez (

ERAHTER

‘ ‘ A v
RES—X || pmEmEHGE || Lo Hsak || AREB R G

e 4 . ERHAREEY | HEEH—E28
gEaEy || RREEg—zg || 220U Mo
%ﬁ?ﬁﬁé% ﬁﬂElE’\]ﬁZ!K’I‘XE 'ﬁ'%ﬂ:ﬁﬂ F]'J79€|j‘] EE@I&}#EIHIE%}DLEE
e - FKEEE M TAE BHTNE

N v

(kmmusns ((mmmunnE (

HITEED BH
MR E

WRERTY

HRERE
BRIENELHA

Y HEERE
RER AR HABREA

BRIBENE

WHEENEELRE

WEEIRE
HARENE

HRERE
BREBHE

D ERREIRLR
BIEFERNE

B2 HE2018 NTSH #iTE
Fig.2 Weighting flowchart of 2018 U.K. NTS
FRIRIR: SCHR[15].

ENPHMEEAER, EHANHTS EAXT
TBEZE. RE. ZEFEARTHHRERES
EIEAE B RIE; fEBINHTS YU =% H
TIREF, BIANRENAREHREXN HITERA
TN, NHTSIEHARRAIEFREHERX
F<i8

REEMESE, XERFEEREER
(Energy Information Administration, EIA)F1ZR
1% fR 7 & (Environmental Protection Agency,
EPA){£ FINHTS, S58EMEFHIELES,
WINRERSHIR. EBUHTREEIR, 1A
RER. RIBAEXBURSIEMNEERKE; ~t
T A&, % E&IEF D (Centers for
Disease Control, CDC)i&1d NHTS M B R 1%
. SEIBR, XKLL, BFEREM
HEEEMFRH,

NHTS 15 2 [X 35 32 18 AR 2 9 B aifi 4043
X BN MBEREEFRE T EEE
o EEJLF 2/3 09 X HAREE B NHTS (4
BIRMBEITITARE, EI/4ANKERE
HREVE Z R{5 F NHTS 1 A HRRR",

H &

W 8F
nBEA RS EES T
[N

W R

B %

&3 %E2014 NHTS HiBN AL 57
Fig.3 2014 U.S. NHTS data application field
FHRIRR: T3]

7.2 EENTS

EEINTS EIEtL R AT, FENTS
B RIR S . HEAIFAE IR LR
ElodstiERN &, BEEUETEIENE
Ro AT MEEEIERS (UK Data
Service) B9 W 3 SR BUR GA £0 4R, #HT DML
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BT Ao

NTS @SB NIEE DB NEFEH#T
FESIREE, ENNEERBRETE. Nz
WKFE. XBEAX. BETAFHENTE
LR IFiRR, REXBHRBSEHARX
TFERETHUEZCHENEXMASE, FH2o
FRRER", NTSH ZNRATEENE
MIANER . TV HAZBBEESF. F
W, NTS =2 & EE R 18 1% & (National
Transport Model) F1EkE& 75 5K FIUM AR B A9 B Al
#4E; FANTSHREEBRMNDIT. BT
IKEFREF, 1EAFIERKIR AR IAK D
THETEZBANNSE; FIANTSIEE
AEZBREFERERNE G, (EAZE
FIENEBIRINSEE; A, RBEES
525 NTS £k B R S FE A SR TA9(a)38,

8.1 FEARSERRETREENIE

M5

201998, BERART (XiBEE
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