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Parking Challenges and Governance Strategies for the Old City Area of Guangzhou

DU Gangcheng, YANG Ruishuo, ZHANG Haixia

(Guangzhou Transport Planning Research Institute Co., Ltd., Guangzhou Guangdong 510300, China)
Abstract: The old city area is characterized by weak transportation infrastructure and concentrated travel
demand, making it a typical region for urban parking problems. Taking the old urban area of Guangzhou as
an example, this paper discusses how to improve the parking environment in such areas. The parking char-
acteristics of the old urban area of Guangzhou are analyzed, which are mainly manifested by residents own-
ing cars but not using them, parking supply mainly relying on parking facilities construction, disorderly
parking affecting the quality of community mobility, and prominent parking conflicts in key areas. Further-
more, the causes of parking problems are analyzed, including poor public space management, inverted
parking pricing, difficulty in inter-departmental coordination, and low levels of information management.
Based on an analysis of the trends in parking demand in the old urban area, the paper proposes a parking
management approach that begins with the reasonable utilization of temporary resources, followed by the
efficient utilization of existing resources, and finally accurately allocates incremental resources. Finally,
the paper provides suggestions on parking governance in several aspects: institutional mechanisms, rele-
vant policies, information management, and targeted measures. These strategies include innovating commu-
nity parking autonomy mechanisms and establishing municipal-level leadership groups, promoting urban
shared parking, enhancing policies encouraging participation of private sector in public parking lots’ con-
struction, improving information intelligence, optimizing parking resource allocation, and implementing
classified governance in key areas such as hospitals, primary and secondary schools, scenic spots, and com-
mercial districts.
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Fig.1 Distribution of temporary parking space types in the old city area
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Fig.2 Imbalance in the utilization of parking resources in a old residential area in Haizhu District, Guangzhou
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