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Reflections and Countermeasures for the High-Quality Development of China’ s Rail Transit in
the New Stage: Debrief of the 40th Urban Transportation Development Forum in China
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Abstract: China’ s urban development has entered a new stage that focuses on improving the quality and
efficiency of existing resources. As the backbone supporting the operation of megacities and regional coor-
dinated development, rail transit is shifting from scale expansion to system optimization, facing multiple
challenges such as slowing growth in passenger flow, low operational efficiency, and insufficient integrat-
ed development. On September 25th, 2025, the 40th Urban Transportation Development Forum in China
was held in Beijing, with the theme “Reflections and Countermeasures for the High-Quality Development
of China’ s Rail Transit in the New Stage.” Forum participants engaged in in-depth discussions on key top-
ics such as the transformation of planning concepts, implementation of multi-network integration, improve-
ment of passenger flow efficiency, and empowerment of smart technologies. They proposed strengthening
the coordinated integration of rail transit with urban functions and comprehensive transportation, improv-
ing sustainable institutional mechanisms and policy guarantees, and promoting the “construction-orient-
ed” to “operation-oriented and efficiency-improving” transition through systematic optimization of rail
transit. The forum was hosted by the Organizing Committee of the China Urban Transportation Develop-
ment Forum and organized by Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning and Design.

Keywords: rail transit; high-quality development; multi-network integration; passenger flow efficiency; in-

tegration of station and city; public transportation priority
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