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Assessment of Beijing’ s Transportation Development Stage Based on a Comparison with World-
Class Cities

WANG Xiaowei, YE Zeng

(Beijing Municipal Engineering Consulting Co., Ltd., Beijing 100124, China)

Abstract: The development history of world-class cities offers valuable insights for the evolution of Chi-
na’ s major cities. By examining the economic, demographic, spatial, and technological development pat-
terns of four world-class cities, including New York, London, Paris, and Tokyo, this paper summarizes the
development characteristics and evolutionary patterns of their transportation systems. Through a compara-
tive analysis between Beijing and these four world-class cities, the paper identifies the key challenges that
Beijing faces in its transportation development. The assessment suggests that Beijing’ s transportation de-
velopment remains at the preceding stage of the four global benchmark cities. This stage is characterized
by the transition of transportation system toward integrated development across metropolitan areas and city
clusters, the coexistence of stock and incremental infrastructure construction, the shift of development to-
ward an intelligent and technology-driven model, and the travel demand evolvement toward high-quality
and enjoyable mobility. Finally, from the perspectives of international connectivity, regional coordination,
urban spaces, multimodal integration, and institutional mechanisms, the paper proposes five comprehen-
sive transportation systems and development strategies for Beijing’ s transportation development toward
2035.
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