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Planning Concepts and Strategies for Barrier-Free Environment Development

WETI Qianhui

(Shanghai Urban Construction Design & Research Institute(Group) Co., Ltd., Shanghai 200125, China)
Abstract: The construction of a barrier-free environment is not only an essential condition to ensure that
vulnerable groups can participate in social life and equally share the economic development outcomes, but
also a critical component in promoting social equity and inclusive development, as well as improving the
quality of life for all citizens. This paper presents a review of the current challenges in China’ s barrier-free
environment development, including immature planning guidance, insufficient awareness of the concept,
lack of coordination in facility construction, and deficiencies in the institutional support system. The plan-
ning concepts for barrier-free environment development are discussed in four aspects: serving all members
of society, advancing refined construction and management, building a systematic facility network, and
strengthening the soft environment. Finally, the paper proposes planning strategies such as goal-oriented
development, building a multi-tiered construction system, guiding development through classification, zon-
ing, and phased implementation, and enhancing the quality of the soft environment. It emphasizes the cre-
ation of a control element framework consisting of 6 categories and 23 subcomponents, and outlines an im-
plementation pathway that adopts classified guidance, zoning strategies, and phased construction, with
clearly defined goals and requirements for each zone and phase.

Keywords: barrier- free environment; accessible facilities; control elements; zoning and classified guid-
ance; universal accessibility
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Tab.2 (continued) Control element framework for barrier-free environment development
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Tab.3 Zoning and phased guidance for control elements in barrier-free environment development
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