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A Historical Examination of the Demolition Process and Causes of Beijing's Inner and Outer City
Walls (Part one)

Li Hao"’, Gao Kaiyue', Wang Fei’

(1. School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architec-
ture, Beijing 100044, China; 2. Hangzhou International Urbanology Research Center [Zhejiang Urban
Governance Studies Center], Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121, China; 3. Xinhua News Agency, Beijing
100803, China)

Abstract: The demolition of city walls was a major historical event in the course of Beijing's modern ur-
ban development. From the perspective of urban planning, this study conducts a historical investigation of
the demolition process and causes of the inner and outer city walls of Beijing. The analysis is based on sys-
tematical review of a large number of original archives and interviews with relevant experts. The findings
show that, after the founding of the People's Republic of China, there were various attempts to preserve the
inner and outer walls. However, as practical conflicts in transportation and municipal development intensi-
fied, policy shifted from preservation to demolition. During this process, disagreements among different
parties led to hesitation and repeated policy changes in implementation. Management measures also
showed retreat and fluctuation. In essence, transportation and municipal construction needs played the lead-
ing role in the demolition. At the same time, national defense demands, social change, and political mobili-
zation were also intertwined. Between 1965 and 1970, the construction of the subway for war-preparedness
purposes caused the near-complete demolition of the inner-city walls. This became the most decisive turn-
ing point in the whole process. The final outcome reflected both historical necessity under specific histori-
cal conditions with multiple factors combined, and contingency and constraints at specific decision-making
stages.

Keywords: history of urban planning; city walls; city gates; transportation; historical and cultural protec-
tion; Beijing
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Fig.1 Illustration of the development of Beijing in the Yuan and Ming dynasties
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Fig.5 Preservation status

of Beijing's outer city walls as recorded

in archival documents (February 1958)
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Fig.6 Preservation status of Beijing's inner city walls as recorded
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in archival documents (January 1959)
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Fig.7 Preservation status of a section of the southern inner city walls near
Qianmen in Beijing's old city in 1959
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