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Development and Regulatory Path of a Tiered Liability System for Autonomous Vehicles
Xu Yiran', Liu Yige’
(1. School of Law, Hohai University, Nanjing Jiangsu 211100, China; 2. School of Electrical and Power En-
gineering, Hohai University, Nanjing Jiangsu 211100, China)
Abstract: The rapid development of autonomous driving technology poses new challenges to traditional le-
gal imputation systems, especially under the Level 3 human-machine co-driving mode, where the identifi-
cation of responsible parties becomes more complex. Existing legal frameworks are still insufficient to ful-
ly address the issues of criminal and civil imputation arising from autonomous driving. Therefore, a sys-
tematic legal response is urgently needed. Focusing on core disputes such as legal interest infringement,
privacy and data security risks, and passive takeover rules, this paper systematically examines the legal reg-
ulatory pathways for autonomous driving. In terms of criminal imputation, the duty of care should be rea-
sonably allocated according to different levels of autonomous driving. In terms of civil imputation, product
liability rules should be improved, and an insurance system should be introduced to diversify risks.
Through forward-looking legislation and the optimization of risk allocation mechanisms, it is expected that
a dynamic balance can be achieved between technological development and rights protection. At the same
time, data privacy protection should not be ignored, and the European Union's General Data Protection
Regulation may provide useful reference for strengthening the protection of user rights. Furthermore, the
establishment of a hierarchical liability system would help clarify the boundaries of responsibility between
users and manufacturers under different levels of autonomous driving.
Keywords: autonomous driving; infringement of legal interests; permissible danger; privacy protection;
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