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A Historical Examination of the Demolition Process and Causes of Beijing's Inner and Outer City
Walls (Part two)

Li Hao"’, Gao Kaiyue', Wang Fei’

(1. School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architec-
ture, Beijing 100044, China; 2. Hangzhou International Urbanology Research Center [Zhejiang Urban
Governance Studies Center], Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121, China; 3. Xinhua News Agency, Beijing
100803, China)

Abstract: The demolition of city walls was a major historical event in the course of Beijing's modern ur-
ban development. From the perspective of urban planning, this study conducts a historical investigation of
the demolition process and causes of the inner and outer city walls of Beijing. The analysis is based on sys-
tematical review of a large number of original archives and interviews with relevant experts. The findings
show that, after the founding of the People's Republic of China, there were various attempts to preserve the
inner and outer walls. However, as practical conflicts in transportation and municipal development intensi-
fied, policy shifted from preservation to demolition. During this process, disagreements among different
parties led to hesitation and repeated policy changes in implementation. Management measures also
showed retreat and fluctuation. In essence, transportation and municipal construction needs played the lead-
ing role in the demolition. At the same time, national defense demands, social change, and political mobili-
zation were also intertwined. Between 1965 and 1970, the construction of the subway for war-preparedness
purposes caused the near-complete demolition of the inner-city walls. This became the most decisive turn-
ing point in the whole process. The final outcome reflected both historical necessity under specific histori-
cal conditions with multiple factors combined, and contingency and constraints at specific decision-making
stages.

Keywords: history of urban planning; city walls; city gates; transportation; historical and cultural protec-
tion; Beijing
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Fig.8 The first scheme of Beijing's long-term subway network planning (1958)

FRERIR: XHk[45]0

F, BF108, kBEEHR THRERIT
B S M ABK T RKLE, EIHLREITHER
BEONTITHARY, EARKTREAEY
T, EE=HF1957FE3 B RERMET
BRiERRE, 1958F 128, dtxm5EkE
BEBEREPRERE—F TR, HPiE
H. “dt THETRE, MSRAWEEAX
KH%. — 0%, BKA—F\Lt AR,
F—HTRE, EBE—. FIREEL. F
—%, BEXTRE/NGHEILERAEL]
£, 2RAKLHHEXNEAS=ULILE, K
HW_+—NE; 4%, AitEBEER,
257177, PUARE. EEEZTMELE, K49
“+—REB, MEAKEN+ZARE” (A
8)o HEI1960F 98, HEkMX T RIEH
X—#&FEY, BTN, EFLAE, kA
M & SIERWIBH T EE XK. ERE
RAFHNFERE, Jbothek TREER
HE.

1964 F&E T1ERsNE, BB
AT8RI1I8HEMRESER (KTHEEMT
BERIANIERY, REFEHEERER
2, FRBUVGEHHERILEERER. — %
AR EN L ; —FMNRBEIL R
ERGHE, HEXNZNFE. ARLRE
ANUX; —&MNEETEmAEREIEER
WX, ZARER “—F. WL, 2KHA
53.54 km, RIS =HILHE. F—H, B&
MALFIRZRRT =], AFEX. ASULEER
WX —%, #£K208km; F_H, BiR=
MRIREE, FEEMNRIBHKE FIL T —
%, K2032km; F=H, BRMNEEZ
mAEZ At X —4%, K124 km(ZET
eS8k HE) s

51958 £ #1960 £ A 7T RAHEL, 1964
FHIEFEMHBEAZERNEEE WL, —
R RERAMI G KLEHAENRA R
%, AEWANXEIBAE Y “K=11",
ARG E; —fRRARE Tz



ML SR LN AR, BR%ER
MESER R BRGNS, BEE R R
HEEI9),
BHBENYERETELEZ, Jbxhsk
—TRARENMNEHNFIEZIBURREY
M, YEHESKEERARLEEE, THER
K, BEKREEE, ¥EXWEE ‘4
—SHaT” MERFEITED. higH. “H
A& RN T AR A T HekiEm, ik
MABAMNE N TF/EH, EREMPSET
ZE, EFEX]. B MET. BRI
—%, BMMWE ‘=01, *TEGK%E
b, MR, “MRAIIPHEIT, Nahh
%, TERIFEXELE, RSN EEE
7, REEWBRPETSE AT @
ET LB AN LR ER, BEHR
AT, B TIMFTRERMEX
B, YAHMBETERXAROREE, T
BROhEREX, EEMERE, BiEK
AEFEFT. BRTEMIMEEM, ik
ERHFER. HEAZENEST, EFEHA
WIEZS B A A — TS B S SMIEE, IBE
FHEMNARGRERZ. “HHATA%E
B RB? —RANEEFR, ZEEEE
FHETES, RABESETLAMBRL",
“UREMNKIT AR, FREIETFRHR
5%, BHRARBENE, AR EE
ik, PWPCTET UEtHEREBIMIE, M
BERTEEALE T AT ¥,
19651 8, dEFMBERSF/NAHE.
TR, REXREFRIEE. SR TERER
REEFE, hEEFBAN T @B,
L TUBERBAHDELFBRIIBR, ik
BEAEREMNEEEDES, XHERTHEEE
EER, XgEBRERERE, HIdEPH
A EE TR, JEFHET. FRE
Mo ZREKBFHRAAE, 1965F2H4H,
FRASME MR “FEEEORIT. B
BT, ERRIREG, —ELBFARDE
R, KM, FERGERMSIE,” ©
1965 7H 18, bRt TekiE—#T
BATER. BT THENK, HFERBENN
MTHES BB FRIEY, LA
EMER VAR R FER . BT
MERAEREALD, SHEEABAF
RIS, 1969F 9B 20H, JbEihsk
—HITREMR, F#T1081HEBE,

rE—HTREETER, SREdtstT
HETREREFREF _HIENIFTES
THE™, 1969F3 B, HABEREREN
R, 4B, FRASEH “BERITL B
S8, MRIERXFIEAMEEERZT
Eizm. NEFEI0BFEZEN AHE, &
TEHEREI0FTASMIESHREEE,
Hep, /. BURRE IS B = TEHE
BNEFFEL T EE,

1969—1970 5, Ak —HA TR HE0E
%, TR NI R AR IR 4 R B 1R
B, H&MERA.: RIEEELEET. ¥
BRI, REMN. RED. EH. BAE.
BRNIEENT, EIIEH, ERMHE
METHE. EHNSE. ARERE AR EN
EH—BREEREXTUREREARY
1200 m, KIREEAEIELA200 m). AYL
7 A AL AY — B PR3 S 5% 3B (3L 200 m),
REFHYEBUER.

it Et s T REEIMNEN, 52
EXEELR EACET DHENKTET
B, BDIER ZERBRASALHER, IZBRER T 1982
F1RAERBLE, 1984F 98, bt —
HTERERIFBRARIEE, 1987F, L5
HENTIMELTERTE, —HHM-#%
BHWFNEA AT R —LCERE N E
BN IA L, F—HTREEAHE
BIREN XM AR LN—Er. 5
k, AKZHEENILERLE “E/\L”
(EXNENEIW(S KB, LEYE
BiE, 5—4%IMWER, 2002F, Jtxihsk
—%BEZANIEFEMB® 1 SL, WBRLEHR
At EH k2 5S4,

E9 bRt gkim AR IR TR i R E (1964 £F)
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(1) e Y S T 0 R R S S S S ket

A SEXEI A



BHEG

4 XFILEAIMEIRIERREERE BB UTERTF. MFBRNFEXE. ER
EEBIAR St E R FRERS; SMUENIR
BRFEELREEMPESIEN “—R” it

41 SERASMNRMERIRRRE A KE WA WABRURRE 19551959
BERENE R ZEE, FE ‘&8 WHRTKRER. 5

£ PR, It SR AR S WIS, 19499 F8ERADEE. STHEmM
Bt KENELR, DEABM=EFEERLHEMLT RHBMSIAIRER, 3 BT E R R
Hio B2 . NEAIMNE S EHE R B EE R, EMHE BT AEL. M
MR, 470 EMEER1900—1970%) A IRZ. WHEBNIRRNRERRILR D,
WESHER, COREREENSH(ZE BmEZ, ERMPIBSWITHIEEE D

1 LR EWAA MBI SR TR ERET E — 5T
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