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Abstract :  First this paper reviews the history of car owner-
ship and usage in Beijing, and analyzes the current situation
and characteristics of traveling by passenger cars as well as
the accompanying economical and social problems. The pa-
per further points out that the massive use of passenger cars
as a means of travel in Beijing is a kind of consumption
ahead of time, which is deemed excessive to economic de-
velopment, and not suited to the current process of urbaniza-
tion in China, given the fact that the trip rate by car is rela-
tively too high, which leads to the worsening of traffic con-
gestion and exerts a significant negative impacts on resourc-
es and the environment. Therefore, the overall strategy for
car ownership and usage in Beijing should be rational and
appropriate from the perspective of sustainable urban devel-
opment. Government agencies should promote the develop-
ment of a prioritized public transportation system, and by all
means to mitigate traffic congestion and reduce traffic acci-
dents.
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