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Abstract : In 1987 Congress allowed the states to raise speed
limits from 89 to 105km/h on qualifying sections of rural inter-
state highways. On November 28, 1995, the National Highway
System (NHS) Designation Act abolished the federal mandate
for the National Maximum Speed Limit (NMSL) and returned
the authority of establishing speed limits to the states. By the
end of 1996, 32 states had passed laws to raise speed limits on
various highways. By comparing the changes of the traffic flow
before and after the limits and studying the effect of increased
speed limits in the post-NMSL Era, the states put forward the
methods for the speed management and enforcement and also
the criteria for setting appropriate speed limits. Through intro-
ducing the experience in speed management in the USA, it is
more necessary and important to learn from them for Chinese
speed management.
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