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Abstract:  In order to understand rail transit development
trends of passenger flow and characteristics of max volume
during peak hours, this paper conducts an investigation on pas-
senger volumes obtained from subway lines (public or private
operated) in Tokyo and Seoul during a period from initial op-
eration to 2000. An analysis of the development trend indi-
cates that rail transit lines in urban areas are apt to shape pas-
senger concentration corridors, while rail transit lines in devel-
oping area are likely to follow passenger concentration corri-
dors, which can be seen in Tokyo. Volume data collected
along typical rail transit lines in Tokyo exhibits that high vol-
umes during peak hours can be seen along circumventing
lines and in the vicinities of large transfer centers, with a peak
hour factor ranging from 24% to 35%.
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Fig.5 Distribution of high volumes of rail transit lines during peak hours in Tokyo
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