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Abstract: Currently, urban travel forecasting encounters
several issues, as to whether or not the travel survey data
are accurate, how reliable the forecasting models are, how
to correctly understand and apply the theories and ap-
proaches of travel forecasting, among others. This paper
argues that urban transportation planning models should
be developed according to local characteristics, with em-
phasis laid on validity of modeling premises, as well as on
calibration and maintenance of the model. The paper sum-
marizes key issues of each step while utilizing the 4-step
model and the peak-hour model. Stressing the interactions
among the 4 steps, the paper points out that feedback itera-
tions should be carried out for more reasonable results. Fi-
nally, the paper proposes 5 suggestions to improve urban
travel forecasts.
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