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Abstract :  This paper systematically discusses the development of the
elevated BRT system in Xiamen, in the hope to provide references for
future BRT developments. The paper starts with a background of BRT
development in the city, as well as strategies to reserve right of way
(ROW) for the BRT improvement rail transit project. Then the paper
details the 6 components of the BRT system, with a special mention-
ing of the city’s core area where the exclusive ROW was elevated for
the most part, and built with full-fledged stations. A comparison with
surface rail transit and other BRT systems shows that the elevated
BRT system features a better operation with a tripled throughput and a
doubled speed. In short, the elevated BRT system is well suited for the
current development phase of Xiamen due to the fact that it improves
the transit level of service, alleviates traffic congestion, and plays a fa-
vorable role in guiding urban development in the city.
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Tab.1 Initial BRT lines in Xiamen City
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Fig.5 Initial BRT lines and connecting lines in Xiamen City
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Tab.2 A comparison between Xiamen BRT and other travel modes
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Fig.7 Average daily passenger volumes of Xiamen BRT
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